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Paganism
Lesson 3

Pagan Calendar

I. Days of the Week
A. Named after gods
B. List of days:
Sunday - Sun god
Monday - Moon god
Tuesday -  Tiw (Norse god, Odin's son)
Wednesday - Odin's day (King of the Norse gods)
Thursday - Thor's day (Norse god, Odin's son)
Friday - Frige (Odin's wife)
Saturday - Saturn (Roman god of agriculture)  

II. Months of the Year
A. Solar Cycle
B. Named and Dedicated to gods and goddessess
January - Named after “Janus” & dedicated to “Nuit”
February - Dedicated to “Astarte”
March - Named after “Mars” & dedicated to “Ostara”
April - Dedicated to “Maat”
May - Dedicated to “Isis”
June - Named after & dedicated to the goddesses “Juno” and “Hera”
July - Dedicated to “Sekhmet” 
August - Named after Ceasar Augustus
September - Dedeicated to “Pomona”
October - Dedicated to “Hathor”
November - Dedicated to “Hekate”
December - Dedicated to “Vesta”

III. Major Annual Feasts
A. Winter Festivals
Dec 19 - Return of the Sun God. Druid Festival of Alban Arthuan
Dec 21 thru 25 - Old Egyptian festival of Isis, the Magna Mater (Mother of 
God and Mother of All) giving birth to God Horus. 
Dec 22 - Winter Solstice
Dec 24 - Celtic Tree Month - Month of Reed ends, Tree Month of Elder 
begins.
Dec 25 - European Feasts of Herne, Frey, Dionysus - Birth of the God, the
Light of the World. 
Dec 25 thru Jan 5 - Norse Yule: Old Norse festival honoring Frey and 
Freya (Deities of Fertility) and the new-born Baldur (God of Light) with 
evergreens, fires, and feasting. 



B. Spring Festivals
March 20 or 21 - Spring Equinox/Vernal Equinox/Ostara & marks the 
beginning of Spring. This holiday represents the first creation, but also the 
annual creation (planting so crops grow each year) and most symbolic, the
perpetual creation. Fertility symbols abound such as eggs and rabbits.
March 29 - Festival of Ishtar (Babylonian)  
- Delphinia (Greece)
March 30 - Eostre's Day (Germanic) 
April 22 - Earth Day - Day to honor the Earth and to meditate on Deity 
manifesting as Mother Earth
- Festival of Ishtar (Babylonian) 
- Feast of the Divine Couple (Japanese)

C. Fall Festivals
Oct 31- Samhain / Hallowmas / Halloween - Celtic New Year and feast of 
Cerridwen (Goddess of Death) and Beli (the Holly King, God of the 
Waning Sun). 
Oct 31 - Nov 2 - Descent of Inanna - Sumerian fast recalling the descent 
of Inanna (Goddess of Life) to the Underworld. Ereshkigal (Goddess of 
Death and Rebirth) detained her until she agreed to have Dumuzi (God of 
Life and Death) remain there each Winter. 
Oct 31 - Nov 6 - Mid-Autumn / Day of the Dead / Hallowmas - Festival 
marking the transformation of life to death, the end of the agricultural year,
departure of migrating and hibernating animals, and decay and death of 
vegetal and animal life. Observed by remembering departed ancestors 
and contemplating one's own mortality. 




